
Saltwater Vs Chlorine Pools 

 



 
When you’re comparing saltwater pools vs chlorine pools, you’ll see that saltwater pools 
essentially offer the consistent stream of chlorine that your pool needs (at a fraction of the 
cost over their lifetime), while eliminating the chemical byproducts that people typically hate 
about pools. With less harsh chemicals added directly to the pool, this process is also less 
irritating for skin, doesn’t bleach clothes, and offers clean and clear water. 
 
This is achieved through the use of a salt chlorine generator. This means that virtually any 
swimming pool can be a “saltwater pool”! You simply need to pick a chlorine generator and 
install it on your pool.  
 
 

SALTWATER 
 

Pros: 
• Spend less on expensive chemicals each year.  

o Over the lifespan of the system, this can mean 40-50% savings - possibly more! 
• Less maintenance required 

o Once you set up your chlorine generator, you get consistent sanitation so you 
can count on blue & clear water. 

• Won’t irritate your skin or eyes, no harsh smell 
o Salt pools eliminate “chloramines”, the chemical byproduct responsible for dry 

red eyes, bleached swimsuits, and that lingering caustic smell.  
• Nicer water quality & swimming experience 

o People describe the water as feeling “soft” & “silky”, much more like being in a 
pure and natural body of water. 

  

Cons: 
• Initial equipment cost 

o A salt chlorine generator can be more than you would spend initially for a 
season’s worth of chlorine.  

• Buying salt in bulk is inexpensive, but bags are heavy 
o You’ll add several hundred pounds of salt when you first install the salt 

chlorine generator. The water won’t be salty, and salt does *not* get used up.  
• Occasional salt cell cleaning required 

o Usually a few times a year, you’ll spend 10-15 minutes cleaning your salt 
chlorine generator’s cell (its plumbing component). 

• Salt cells need to be replaced eventually, often after 3-8 years 
o A salt cell is a consumable part. Exactly how long it lasts depends on the model 

and how you use it. A replacement is often about half the initial cost of the 
system (on average). 

 

 

 



Chlorine Pool 
 

 
 
 

Conventionally chlorinated pools were the standard for a long time, so people are generally 
familiar with how they work. Chlorine liquid or tablets, while harsh, are still an effective 
method for keeping your pool clean. You buy jugs or buckets of chlorine, measure your water 
chemistry, and you manually add chlorine to the swimming pool on an as-needed basis. 
While doing a comparison of saltwater vs chlorine pools, you’ll find that buying the chlorine 
you need for this year’s swim season is initially a bit cheaper than a brand new, modern salt 
system. 
 



 
 

Pros: 
• Lower upfront cost for a season’s worth of chlorine chemicals  
• Similar levels of pool cleanliness are achievable if consistently monitored and cared 

for 
• You can become great friends with the people behind the counter selling chlorine.  

  

Cons: 
• Chlorine chemical costs stack up fast and keep adding up over the years. 
• Harsh nature of shock and chlorine tablets in the water 
• You have to be careful handling and storing chemicals 
• Requires diligent & frequent maintenance, can lead to vicious cycles of pool chemistry 

(e.g. “chlorine lock”) 
  
When it comes to saltwater pools vs chlorine pools, there are a few major considerations 
that we usually hear from pool owners: cost, ease of maintenance, and overall comfort while 
swimming. The truth is that chlorine pools and saltwater pools can both do a good job of 
keeping your water clean, but you have to ask: how much work does it take to achieve that, 
how much are you going to spend on it over more than just one swim season, and what kind 
of water do you want to swim in?  
  

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Lifetime Cost 
 
With a saltwater pool, after a number of years the salt chlorine generator’s “cell” - the 
plumbing component that does the work - will need to be replaced. The cell’s lifespan will 
depend on the model and the way it is used; often this can range from 3-8 years. But when 
this happens, it's easy to swap out a new cell and a replacement cell typically only costs 
about half of what the whole salt chlorine generator system initially did.  
  
So that means the replacement cell should provide another, say, 3-8 years of use at roughly 
half the original cost - that’s double the value! So on one hand the savings over the years 
with a salt pool system keep growing, while on the other hand, the chemical costs of 
continually buying and adding conventional chlorine just keep stacking up. It’s not hard to 
compare how much a salt system and a replacement cell cost with how much you would 
have to spend on chlorine over all those years. 
  
It’s clear that the more years of use with a salt chlorine generator on your pool, the more 
you save over its lifetime. 

Final Verdict 
Pool owners have a lot to think about when they invest in a brand new salt pool system, so 
comparing saltwater pools vs chlorine pools is always a good idea to make sure you’re 
getting the best deal for your budget. There’s a cost involved in upgrading, but more than 
anything, it’s important to remember that you’re investing in both the equipment and the 
value you get out of your pool for years to come. 
  
Salt systems typically provide a more enjoyable swimming experience across the board. You 
spend less time maintaining the pool and adding chemicals, the water is less harsh and 
irritating without sacrificing cleanliness, and over time, salt systems provide a better cost 
value compared to chlorine pools that are used just as frequently.  
  
There’s nothing better than getting to enjoy your pool and get the most out of your 
swimming experiences. Both chlorine and saltwater pools can let you do that. If you’re set in 
your ways, it might just seem like a matter of preference, but when it comes to cost, 
comfort, and ease? We’re confident that adding a salt chlorine generator is one of the best 
things you can do for your pool. That’s why it shouldn’t be surprising that according to Pool 
& Spa News, 7 out of 10 new pools in the US were saltwater pools as of 2016.  
 

 


